
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
2 September  2021 - Cheltenham - Sochi  

Cheltenham Twinning Association in conjunction with the Sochi International Film Festival and 
Awards (SIFFA) is delighted to announce its launch event on Friday 10 September at 2:30 pm at 
Chapel Arts, Knapp Road, Cheltenham, GL50 3QQ. 

The launch is a precursor to the 6th annual film festival in Sochi, Russia, on 5-10 November 2021; 
AND the 4th SIFFA UK festival 11-20 February 2022 in London and Cheltenham. 
 
The launch event will be a taster for the many Russian art, film and music events that will take place 
at Chapel Arts in January and February in the run up to the Film Festival Awards gala evening on 
12 February 2022 at the Parabola Arts Centre. 

The one day launch event in Cheltenham is timed to coincide with the 200th anniversary of the 
Chapel Arts Gallery in Cheltenham, who are kindly hosting the event, and the bicentennial birthday 
of the great Russian writer Fyodor Dostoevsky.  To mark this occasion there will be a short 
screening of part of a film about Dostoevsky, directed by the well known Russian Director Vladimir 
Khotinenko, who is invited to join us at the launch and will attend SIFFA UK in Cheltenham next 
year. 
 
The founder and president of SIFFA Luba Balagova, writer, poet and cinematographer, said: 

“We are holding a press conference, film screenings and presentations at our launch event in the 
Chapel Arts Gallery in Cheltenham, uniting the cities of Sochi and Cheltenham and I am delighted 
that in February 2022, Cheltenham, so famous for its grand festival achievements, will host two 
days of our ten day programme.  Cheltenham will figure prominently on our festival map!   
 
I am eternally grateful to Cheltenham, its Mayor, the local authority, the twinning association and all 
those in Cheltenham who have helped us. I am equally grateful to the Russian Embassy in the UK 
and the Government of Moscow, which made it possible for us to hold SIFFA UK in 2022 and 
maintain our cultural links between Russia and the UK.  

We will breathe new life into the cultural and creative links between Russia and Great Britain”. 



 
The Mayor of Cheltenham Councillor Steve Harvey said:  

“The Cheltenham Twinning Association is honoured and pleased that the Russian-British 
International Film Festival SIFFA UK will host events in Cheltenham, and as a festival city we want 
to give them our full support.    We know this will further strengthen links between Cheltenham and 
Sochi and maintain the cultural bridge between Russia and the UK." 
 
- the end – 

Press are invited to attend the launch. 
 
For the attention of the press: 
More information is available on the SIFFA website www.siffarussuk.com. 
Interview requests, materials, etc.: SIFFA Vice President and Global Affairs Officer Charles Stewart 
charles.stewart@sochifilmawards.com tel: 0787 321 7299 

Or from Cheltenham Twinning Association Annette.wight@cheltenham.gov.uk or 
Richard.gibson@cheltenham.gov.uk 
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