
 

 
       

TWINNING TRIP TO ANNECY 

WEDNESDAY 7 – WEDNESDAY 14 OCTOBER 2020 
 

Cheltenham Twinning Association is organising a trip to Annecy, four years on from the very successful 
60th anniversary trip in 2016.  The timing of this visit coincides with the spectacular ‘Retour des 
Alpages’ that takes place every year in Annecy in early October when the animals descend from the 
mountains to the lower pastures for the winter and parade through the old town of Annecy.   This is a 
very traditional event with people in local costume showing a range of Haute Savoie culture, folklore and 
traditions.   https://www.lac-annecy.com/fete-et-manifestation/1/93981-retour-des-alpages.html 
 
The package includes travel by Marchants coach, Channel crossing, use of coach in Annecy for local 
excursions and 7 nights bed and breakfast accommodation using the hotels below: 
 

 Overnight at The Novotel Ieper Centrum Flanders Fields Hotel which is situated in the old 
town of Leper/Ypres, a short walk from the Menin Gate. The hotel features its own restaurant and 
bar. Each of the ensuite bedrooms comes equipped with TV, hairdryer & tea/coffee making 
facilities. Please note that a standard Novotel bedroom consists of one double bed in the room 
plus a sofa bed. https://all.accor.com/hotel/3172/index.en.shtml?#section-description 
 

 5 nights at the Ibis Annecy Centre Vielle Ville Hotel situated right in the heart of the old town of 
Annecy and on the banks of the Le Thiou River. The hotel features its own bar and each of the 
hotel's modern ensuite bedrooms come equipped with TV, telephone, hairdryer & tea/coffee 
making facilities. This central location enables travellers to wander and visit the many nearby 
restaurants for meals and enjoy walks by the lake and in the old town.  Twin rooms have 2 single 
beds. https://all.accor.com/hotel/0538/index.en.shtml? 
 

 Overnight on the return at the Martin's Hotel situated in the historic city centre of Bruges, just a 
short walk from the Grote Markt and the Belfort. Each of the hotel's ensuite bedrooms come 
equipped with TV, air conditioning, telephone and safe. Please note that the twin rooms consist 
of 2 x single beds next to each other (without a gap) but they do have separate bedding and 
mattresses.    https://www.martinshotels.com/en/hotel/martins-brugge 
 

The cost of this 8 day trip will be between £700 - £770 per person sharing a twin / double room, 
depending on the number of people taking part.  A minimum of 30 will be required.  The single 
supplement is £320 per person for the duration of the tour. 
 
Family accommodation - It is hoped that we will be able to arrange a few families in Annecy to offer 
bed and breakfast homestays at no cost.  Therefore should you not wish to stay at the Ibis in Annecy, 
the cost would range from £350 - £410 per person sharing, with a single supplement of £89. 
 
Should you wish to make your own way to Annecy, depending on numbers, you may be able to take 
advantage of the Ibis hotel group booking in Annecy.   
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DRAFT ITINERARY (as of Feb 2020) 

Wednesday 7 October  Depart Cheltenham 
Eurotunnel crossing 
Overnight and time in Ypres Novotel Ieper Centrum Flanders Fields 
Hotel 
https://all.accor.com/hotel/3172/index.en.shtml? 

Thursday 8 Oct Journey on to Annecy 
5 nights accommodation at The Ibis Annecy Centre Vielle Ville Hotel   
https://all.accor.com/hotel/0538/index.en.shtml?    

Friday 9 Oct In Annecy – tour around the lake 

Saturday 10 October Retour des Alpages 

Sunday 11 October In Annecy – visit to Sunday market and excursion into the mountains 

Monday 12 October In Annecy – day trip will be organised 

Tuesday 13 October Depart Annecy and overnight in Brugges at the Martin’s Hotel 
www.martinshotels.com/en/hotel/martins-brugge   

Wednesday 14 October  Morning and lunch in Brugges 
2ish depart Brugges 
Eurotunnel crossing 
10pm ish arrive in Cheltenham 

 
Excursions will be organised for the group whilst in Annecy and use of the coach for these is included in 
the price although entrance or other fees will have to be paid for.  We also hope to organise a couple of 
events with local twinning enthusiasts in Annecy. 
 
 
If you are interested in joining this trip to Annecy, a non-refundable deposit of £100 per person, is 
requested to secure your place, together with the completed booking form.  
 
Please make payment by cheque made payable to Cheltenham Twinning Association or pay 
online by bank transfer.   PLEASE NOTE WE HAVE CHANGED BANKS so if you have the 
Twinning Association bank account details for RBS saved from previously, these are now 
different.  The new details are: 
Cheltenham Twinning Association  
Sort Code   : 23 05 80 
Account No : 37075221 
Ref : Annecy 
 

Full payment will be requested some 10 weeks prior to departure (mid July).   
All travellers must be in possession of a valid passport, with 6 months until expiry date.  
Insurance cover must be arranged individually. 
 
All enquiries and correspondence regarding this trip should be directed to:- 
Annette Wight, Twinning Officer, Cheltenham Borough Council, Municipal Offices, 
Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos   GL50 1PP 
Email Annette.wight@cheltenham.gov.uk     Tel 01242 264311.    
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