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THE GÖTTINGEN FESTIVAL 
2017 
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date: 

 

Annette Wight 

01242 264311 

Annette.wight@cheltenham.gov.uk 

Gott 2017 

 

March 2017 

 

GÖTTINGEN FESTIVAL IN CHELTENHAM 2017 
 

As you are probably aware, Cheltenham is twinned with the town of Göttingen in Germany 
and an active programme of twinning events happens every year.   One such event that 
takes place every two years is the ‘Göttingen / Cheltenham Festival’.  This usually involves 
more than 100 people visiting their twin town and staying with local people.  In 2013 over 
120 Göttingen people came to Cheltenham for a week and a reciprocal visit went to 
Göttingen in 2015.  Yet again this year, it is hoped that over 100 German residents will come 
to Cheltenham this summer. 
 

The date for the visit to Cheltenham has been set for Saturday 22 July to Thursday 27 
July 2017 and one of the most important tasks is to find as much accommodation with local 
people in and around Cheltenham as possible, as it is expected that most of the 100+ 
Göttingen residents participating would like homestays.  There is a whole variety of people 
requesting homestays, from young to the more advanced in years and single people to 
couples and those with families. 
 

I am, therefore, writing to see if you are able to offer accommodation to visitors from 
Göttingen for the 5 nights and become involved in this twinning event.  I must stress that 
there is no obligation for anyone to offer hospitality, as there is NO payment for hosting 
guests on this particular exchange.  It is rather hoped that Cheltenham people may like to 
offer accommodation to Göttingen visitors with a view to receiving their reciprocal hospitality 
in Göttingen in the future.  Hosts are asked to provide bed and breakfast and some evening 
meals, depending on the programme and their guests’ involvement. 
 

During the 4 day stay in Cheltenham, an optional programme of activities and excursions is 
organised and we try to organise events during the day time for those hosts who work, 
leaving the Sunday and evenings free for guests to be with their families.  A comprehensive 
list of things to see and do in and around Cheltenham will be included with the programme 
giving ideas to fill free time.  Hosts are, however, most welcome to join in with the trips and 
attend events on the programme.    
 
I set out below a general idea of what will be on offer, although this is still subject to change 
at this stage. 
 

Saturday 22 July  Visitors arrive late afternoon. 
 
Sunday 23 July Welcome Reception  
 Free time with host families and time to explore Cheltenham. 
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Monday 24 July Day trip to Bath 
 
Tuesday 25 July Morning tours of Cheltenham,  

Afternoon - steam train to Toddington onto Stow on the Wold and 
Cotswolds 

Evening Twinning Party 
 
Wednesday 26 July  

Choice of day trips: Burford & Gardens/Cotswold Wildlife Park; 
Gloucester & Three Choirs Vineyard 

 
Thursday 27 July Visitors depart 
 
 

I do very much hope that you will consider hosting and participating in this twinning visit.  
Many lasting friendships have been made from these visits and the Göttingen people are 
very warm and friendly and will openly welcome you to Göttingen for reciprocal hospitality.  I 
enclose a form for completion should you feel able to offer accommodation.  It would be 
much appreciated if you could complete this form and return it to me as soon as possible, so 
that I have some idea of the amount of home stay accommodation on offer. 
 
Finally if you know of any family or friends who have a spare room and who might be 
prepared to offer accommodation, perhaps you could give me their name and address, and if 
you belong to any clubs or societies who would either be interested in becoming involved or 
where you could publicise the event and the need for host families, I would be most grateful 
if you could do so. 
 
With many thanks. 
 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
Annette 
 
 
Annette Wight 
Twinning Officer 
 
 
PS : Please ensure you complete your email address on the form as most correspondence 
will be sent by email.  If this is not suitable for you, please indicate on the form.   


